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Ithaca College Students Teaming Up with NBC News to Cover GOP Primary 

ITHACA, N.Y., Feb. 19, 2016— A team of nine Ithaca College Journalism students will be heading down to 
South Carolina in order to cover the presidential primaries this weekend. 

After being featured twice on the NBCBLK website, Associate Professor James Rada and Assistant Professor 
Anthony Adornato are leading the group to South Carolina for the primary, which is one of several early state 
presidential primaries seen as a key stepping stone to the presidency, in order to interview voters and shoot 
video footage from NBC News.

“What I’m hoping the students are going to gain from this is not to follow the ‘horserace’ mentality and the 
polls, but to focus on the issues and see what it means to be an investigative journalist,” Rada said.

The students will also film short, documentary interviews on topics including the removal of the confederate 
flag from South Carolina’s state capitol building. These will be filmed at the Penn Center, a school established 
for former slaves which played an important role as a meeting place during the civil rights movement, and the 
Mitchelville Preservation Project, the first post-Civil War settlement for freed slaves. 

Other than gaining professional expereince, Rada says that the experience will be introducing students to a 
variety of people from new and different cultures, which can’t be found in this part of the coutry, let alone the 
classroom.

“By the same token, given that all of our students are from the Northeast, they will get a broader perspective of 
political, social, cultural issues from different parts of the country,” said Rada. 

The students will be documenting the entire trip via Twitter at #ICatSCPrimary, as well as taking over the 
NBCBLK Instgram account. 

The students taking part include seniors Emily Fedor and Emily Masters, juniors Sara Kim, Ciara Lucas, and 
Sydney O’Shaghnessy, as well as sophomores Kenneth Bradley, Tom Garris, Kyle Stewart, and Emily Varga.

About Ithaca College Roy H. Park School of Communications 
Internationally recognized as a leading undergraduate communications school, The Roy H. Park School of 
Communications is one of five schools at Ithaca College, located in Ithaca NY. 
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